For the efficient running of the championships all concerned are requested
to read and observe the rules set out below.

GENERAL RULES FOR IRISH SHOWS ASSOCIATION
CHAMPIONSHIPS 2026

Eligibility of Shows to host Qualifiers:

Shows wishing to participate in the Championships and be eligible to hold qualifiers must:

1.

Have collected the Championship Fund (currently 5%) from Horse, Pony, Cattle, Sheep & Goat
class prize money for the previous year and forwarded the amount so collected, in full, to the
Irish Shows Association within the stipulated period of not more than 30 days from the date of
the show. Alternative methods of meeting this obligation are not acceptable. Any show or
competitor in breach of the rules set out will be disqualified from participating or competingin
these Championships.

Undertake to ensure the correct collection and return of qualifier cards and entry fees.

These General Rules and those relating to individual championships (where applicable) should
be published in the show schedule and catalogue of the participating shows and must be strictly
observed.

For horse, pony, cattle and sheep qualifiers, qualifying rounds must be at least 10 days before
the date of the final. For indoor, poultry and dog finals, qualifier rounds must be at least 7 days
before the date of the final.

Responsibility of Shows holding Qualifying Rounds:

10.

11.

12.

Selected Shows should hold a separate class for each qualifier from which the highest placed
animals will qualify.

Shows must ensure that the qualifiers are held strictly in accordance with the relevant rules.

No other sponsor may be involved in qualifying classes.

Shows may charge a set entry fee for each qualifying class. The I.S.A. will award a rosette to the
successful exhibit(s) on appearance at the final.

No show hosting a Championship Final may hold a qualifying class for that championship on the
day of the final other than by agreement with the Irish Shows Association.

Shows who hold qualifiers for Horses, Ponies, Cattle, Sheep & Goats may ask exhibitors to enter
the exhibit in at least one other class at their show on the day. Shows should not undertake to
host a qualifier unless they have an equivalent class.

Where shows debar class winners from further competitions, this rule must not be applied to
qualifiers.

Animals qualified for finals are not eligible to enter in any other show class at the show where the
finalis held, other than a qualifying class for another championship.

Shows should appoint competent, well-briefed people to act as stewards, who must ensure that
only animals (or other exhibits) which are eligible to compete and whose documentation isin
order, are allowed to proceed to the judging ring.

On completion of judging, Stewards must inform the successful competitors to visit the
Secretary's Office at the show within one hour and complete the necessary paperwork and pay
for entry to the final.

The show must appoint a well-briefed officer who will be available at the Secretary's Office to
assist exhibitors to complete the entry cards for participation in the final and collect the entry
fee.

Qualifying cards must be fully completed and the qualifying fee paid on the day of the show.
Once both conditions are met, then qualifying cards may be signed by board members.



Responsibility of Exhibitors:

10.

Exhibitors accept that the Judge's decision is final in all cases.

Any abuse of Judges will not be tolerated. Where a dispute or case for complaint arises, the
matter should only be dealt with under 8 below.

Exhibitors should be familiar with the Irish Shows Association Disciplinary Policy as published on
our website and annual guidebook.

Winners of Qualifiers are themselves responsible for entering their qualifiers (or exhibits) for the
finalin accordance with the rules above, within one hour of qualifying.

Winners of qualifiers will compete in the final.

The Irish Shows Association in conjunction with the sponsors reserve the right to alter or amend
the rules of the competition as may be necessary where appropriate.

Shows and competitors must contact the ISA for details of any championships and not the
sponsor involved.

Objections must be lodged in writing with the I.S.A. representative at the show and the Show
Secretary within half an hour following the completion of judging, together with a fee of €50, or
other stated fee, which is refundable in the event of the objection being upheld.

Any exhibitor who makes a false declaration or misrepresents a fact regarding themselves or
their exhibit is liable to disqualification and/or forfeiture of any prizes awarded.

If a qualified exhibitor does not turn up to an ISA final without giving prior notice to the ISA office
orto a board member, he or she will incur a financial penalty.

Responsibilities of Shows hosting Championship Finals &
All-Ireland Finals:

Where shows are paying out prizes for horse, pony, cattle and sheep finals, a deduction of 5% of
the prize money will be collected by the show and forwarded to the ISA within 30 days of the
Final.

Championship finals must start not later than 2pm on the day of the show and the advertised
time must be adhered to as far as possible. If necessary, other show classes should be either
postponed or relocated to allow for this.

Shows should cooperate with ISA personnel and judges appointed to officiate at finals.
Selection of judges for All-Ireland championships should be handled by the relevant sub-
committee of the board of the ISA.

EXTERNAL DISCIPLINE POLICY

The Irish Shows Association expects and will insist upon appropriate behaviour from all Exhibitors and
others participating in any of the activities at our Member Shows and will not tolerate inappropriate
behaviour.

Inappropriate behaviour shall include but not be limited to the following:

Profanity, coarse or vulgar language or gestures towards judges, exhibitors or other Show
officials

Harassment or bullying, including using words or actions that threaten, intimidate or undermine
judges or other officials before, during or following Member Show activities.

Failure to follow rules and/or obey instructions.

Abusing any animal

Disciplinary Procedure:

Complaints of misconduct against an Exhibitor, Spectator or other participant atan affiliated
Showor anyeventorganised byThelrishShows Association, oralleged breaches ofthe rulesand
standing orders of ThelrishShows Association, shall all beinvestigated and adjudicated uponby
aDisciplinary Committee appointed bythe Boardof the Irish Shows Association. All complaints



mustbesubmitted in writingand must be signed by all parties submittingthe complaint. The
Disciplinary Committee shallseekto ensurethe existence of consistent, effective, fair,and
transparentcomplaintprocedures and shallactin accordance withnaturalandconstitutional
justice. Hearings of all committees shall beconfidentialand held in private, unless the
committee decides otherwise

Disciplinary Committee:

ADisciplinary Committee shallbeestablished bythe Board of the IrishShows Associationto
determine alleged misconduct, oralleged breaches of the rulesand standingorders of The Irish
ShowsAssociation. The Disciplinary Committee shallconsist of five (5) persons allbeing
Directors, of the IrishShows Association. One of thesefive shallelected as Chairperson of the
Disciplinary Committee. Each member shallbeappointed onthe basisthatheorsheis ableto
hearissues referredto the Disciplinary Committee underthese GeneralRulesfairly and
impartially. The Disciplinary Committee hasthe powerto hearand determine all issuesreferred
toitin accordance with theGeneral Rules of the IrishShows Association.

Disciplinary Process:

The Disciplinary Committee shallappoint one of its members asDisciplinary Officer. All alleged
complaints of misconduct orbreach of GeneralRules shall bereferredto the Disciplinary Officer
who will determine if the matter should bereferred to the Disciplinary Committee. In makingthis
determination the Disciplinary Officer mayconsideranyevidence he or she deemsworthy. The
Disciplinary Officer shallhave the rightto make enquiries of anyindividuals, seekfurther
information inrelation to the matter and seekguidance as he or she shallconsider appropriate to
determine whether the matter should beinvestigated further, dealt withotherwise or brought
forward as an alleged breach of these GeneralRules.

Wherethe Disciplinary Officer determines thatabreach of General Rules should be alleged, the
Disciplinary Officer shallnotify the Secretary of the IrishShows Association of thisdecisionand
the Secretary shall refer the matter to the Chairperson of the Disciplinary Committee. Where
the Disciplinary Officerdetermines thatabreach of GeneralRules should notbealleged, the
Disciplinary Officer shallnotifythe Secretary of the IrishShows Association of thisdecisionand
the Secretary shalltake such action asheor she believes appropriate.

Hearing Procedures:

Uponreceiptof areferralfromthe Secretary of the IrishShows Association, the Chairperson of
the Disciplinary Committee, or aVice-Chairperson,if necessary, shallform ahearingcommittee
to consider the issue. Ahearingcommittee mayconsist of either three or five persons as the
Chairperson or aVice-Chairpersondeems appropriate. Ahearingcommittee willnot have
powers to award costs. Subjectto these GeneralRules a hearingcommittee shallhave the power
toregulateits procedures. The HearingCommittee willappoint, from within its members a
person who willbe responsible forrecordingthe proceedings ofthe hearingand for sendinga
copyofsame,dulysigned byall members of the hearingcommittee, tothe NationalSecretary,
within 2days of the hearing.

Any personagainstwhom acomplaint has been made shallbeentitled to anin-person hearing.
Hearings of the hearing committee shallbeconfidentialand heldin private, unless the hearing
committee decides otherwise. The hearingcommittee shallhave the powerto decide on the
admissibility, relevance and weight of anyevidence and shallnotbebound byanylegalrulesin
relationto suchmatters.Facts maybe established byanyreliable means, includingadmissions.

Each partyto the proceedings shallhavethe rightto present evidence, make submissions, call
witnesses, and cross-examine the witnesses of the otherpartyand, subjectto the hearing
committee's discretion to accept testimony by telephone, written statement, or submission,
whether byfax, email, orother means. The hearingcommittee, atthe request of one of the
parties to the proceedings or on its own initiative, mayrequire oneor more partiesto the
proceedingsto supplyit and/or the other party or partiesto the proceedings, within suchtime
asthe hearingcommittee



determines, with further particulars of the case of thatparty, includingdetails of all witnesses
that partyintends to call atanyhearingtogether withdetails ofthe evidence to be given bythose
witnesses and that party shallcomply withthat direction. The hearingcommittee, at the
request of one of the partiestothe proceedings oronits own initiative, maydirectone or more
partiestothe proceedings to make anyproperty, document, or other thing in that party's
possession or underits controlavailable forinspection by the hearingcommittee and/or any
other party andthat party shallcomply with that direction. Anyfailure byanypartyto the
proceedings to comply withanyrequirement or direction of the hearingcommittee, including
those requirements or directions to be complied withwithin a truncated time schedule, shall
notprevent the hearingcommittee fromproceeding and such failure maybe takeninto
consideration by the hearingcommittee when makingits decision. Afailure by any party or their
representativeto attend a hearing after notification shallnotprevent the hearing committee
from proceeding with the hearing in their absence.

Allhearings shallberecorded and the IrishShows Association shallretainthe record.Thehearing
committee may postpone or adjourn a hearing.

Thehearingcommittee shall havethe power, at its absolute discretion, to appointanexpertto
assist oradviseit. Thepersonchosen asthe expert shallnotbeinvolved in the matter beforethe
hearing committee and shallbefree from any conflict of interest. The decision of a hearing
committee shall be finaland bindingon all parties, unless appealed in accordance withthese
GeneralRules. The decision of ahearingcommittee shallbenotified to theSecretary of the Irish
Shows Association who shallensure thattheall thenecessary parties are notified of the
decision withinfive workingdays from receipt ofthe decisionfromthehearingcommittee. the
Secretary ofthe IrishShows Association shall ensure that the decision is enforced.

Penalties:

The hearingcommittee shallhave the powertoimpose one ormore of thefollowingpenalties for
misconduct or for a breach of these GeneralRules:-
Aformalwarning;

Aformalreprimand;

A suspension of a personfromenteringorcompetinginany
competition organised by the IrishShows Association for a period
up to andincludingonecalendaryear.

Appeals:

Adecision of the Disciplinary Committee maybe appealed. An appeal maybe lodged byany
partyto theoriginaldecision. Anotice of appealmustbe made in writingto the Secretary of the
Irish Shows Association, withinfourteen (14) days of the date of issue of the originaldecision.
Uponreceipt of the notice of appeal,the Secretary shallrefer the appealto the Chairperson of
Thelrish Shows Association who shall form anappealcommittee to consider the appeal. The
Appealcommittee shall consist of three Directors of the Irish Shows Association. The Appeal
committee shallnotinclude any members of the Disciplinary Committee whowereinvolvedin
the hearingatfirstinstance whichisthe subjectofthe appeal. Subjectto these GeneralRules the
appealcommittee shall havethe power.to regulate its procedures. The AppealCommittee shall
havethe powerto approve,amendoroverrule the decisions of the Disciplinary Committee. The
appealcommittee shallhave the powerto impose anypenaltyitdeemsappropriate upona
personfoundonappeal to havebreachedthese GeneralRulesor the rules of a show section/
subcommittee. Thedecision of an Appealcommittee shallbe final and binding on all parties.



